Date of Notice: July 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A
PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

AND SCOPING MEETING
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE: The City of San Diego (City) as the Lead Agency has determined that the project
described below will require the preparation of a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR)
in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This Notice of Preparation
of a PEIR and Scoping Meeting was publicly noticed and distributed on July 19, 2021. This notice
was published in the San Diego Daily Transcript and placed on the City’s Planning Department

website at: https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/cega and on the City’s CEQA website

at: https://www.sandiego.gov/ceqa/meetings.

SCOPING MEETING: The City of San Diego Planning Department will hold a public scoping
meeting on Thursday, August 5, 2021, from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM online via Zoom. Please note
that depending on the number of attendees, the meeting could end earlier than 2:00 PM. The
public scoping meeting can be accessed at https://zoom.us. Go to “Join a Meeting.”

Meeting ID: 919 9980 7310 Passcode: 428838. To access the webinar via phone, please call
(408) 638-0968 and enter the meeting information.

Written comments regarding the proposed PEIR’s scope and alternatives can be sent to the
following address: Rebecca Malone, Senior Environmental Planner, City of San Diego Planning
Department, 9485 Aero Drive, MS 413, San Diego, CA 92123. You may also e-mail your comments
to PlanningCEQA @sandiego.gov with the project name in the subject line. All comments must be
received no later than August 18, 2021. Responsible agencies are requested to indicate their
statutory responsibilities in connection with this project when responding. A PEIR incorporating
public input will then be prepared and distributed for public review and comment.

PROJECT NAME: Blueprint San Diego
COMMUNITY PLAN AREA: Citywide
COUNCIL DISTRICT: All

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The General Plan provides a policy framework for land use decisions in
the City that balance the needs of a growing City. It expresses a Citywide vision and provides a
comprehensive policy framework for how the City should develop, provide public services, and
maintain and enhance the qualities that define the City of San Diego. Community plans work
together with the General Plan to provide location-based policies and recommendations in the
City's 50 community plan areas.

The General Plan and Community Plans play a critical role in meeting the City’s Climate Action
Plan goals and contributing to the region’s mobility vision and needs, by identifying land uses
and public improvements that work toward achieving the Citywide mobility mode share targets
that reflect quantified greenhouse gas emissions. As the City and State have shifted away from
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accommodating additional vehicular travel, to instead focus on reducing vehicular travel through
strategic land use planning — primarily by locating new development near transit - and
investments in walking, bicycling, and transit improvements, proactive and comprehensive land
use planning is more critical than ever.

Community Plans serve as a framework for the future development of the City communities over
a 20 to 30 year timeframe. Community plans are written to refine the General Plan’s Citywide
policies and implement the Climate Action Plan, to designate land uses, plan for complete
mobility networks, and provide additional site-specific recommendations as needed. They
provide more detailed land use designations and site-specific policies on a wide array of topics
including housing, mobility, open space and parks, public facilities, sustainable development,
environmental justice, urban design, and historic preservation. Together, the General Plan and
the community plans guide future development to achieve Citywide policy objectives in line with
the CAP for more sustainable housing and mobility to prioritize reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions.

The City updates community plans to provide policy direction that reflects the current vision and
needs of the City and community. An updated community plan can catalyze both public and
private investment and opportunity in a community through new housing, job growth,
infrastructure, and public spaces to ensure that our neighborhoods thrive in a way that furthers
the City’s attainment of the Climate Action Plan goals.

Community plan updates provide land use maps and designations to address housing and
employment needs and to target the connection between our residents and jobs to reduce vehicle
miles traveled through safe and efficient mobility options. They establish new and updated
policies that address community or neighborhood-specific issues consistent with the General
Plan and identify new and improved public facilities and infrastructure needed to serve local and
citywide residents and visitors. Community plan updates may also contain community-specific
supplemental development regulations, zoning amendments, urban design policies, and other
measures to implement the updated Community Plan.

Blueprint San Diego is a new approach to comprehensive Citywide planning that will proactively
identify the City’s housing, climate, and mobility goals and implement them throughout the City
at the community plan level in a way that reflects the unique characteristics of each community.
This approach will provide a Citywide framework to guide and focus future land use changes in
each community, in a manner that is fundamentally consistent with the City’s climate,
infrastructure, and environmental goals, as well as the Citywide housing allocation determined
by the state-mandated Regional Housing Needs Assessment Plan. This approach will provide an
equitable framework for future development throughout the City that advances the City’s
environmental justice goals.

Blueprint San Diego will establish land use and mobility thresholds to identify appropriate land
uses in areas near and within future and existing Transit Priority Areas. A fundamental objective
of Blueprint San Diego will be to further the Climate Action Plan by establishing a framework for
strategic land use planning that will achieve the City’s greenhouse gas emissions reductions
targets through reduced Citywide vehicle miles traveled. Blueprint San Diego will also identify
objective design standards to ensure future development is compatible with the City’s identity
and vision expressed in the General Plan and community plans.

These data-driven thresholds will be used to guide future Community plan updates and other
implementation actions. It is anticipated that Blueprint San Diego will involve General Plan and
community plan amendments, San Diego Municipal Code amendments, zoning changes, and
other implementation actions to achieve its desired outcomes.



The project has received funding from the State of California’s Local Early Action Planning grant
and is intended to accelerate housing production in the City to address the City’s housing goals
and to create plans to more quickly implement the mobility infrastructure to meet the housing
and employment needs and reduce the citywide greenhouse gas emissions in line with the City’s
CAP. These changes will allow for greater and more tailored public engagement to best inform
the needs of our communities and ensure public engagement is representative of the
demographics of the community.

While the Blueprint San Diego program will be used to guide future community plan updates, the
program also immediately includes the current ongoing comprehensive updates to the Mira Mesa
and University Community Plans, and amendment to the Uptown Community Plan for the
Hillcrest Focused Plan area.

Land Use and Mobility Thresholds for Future Community Plan Updates

Blueprint San Diego will identify minimum housing and employment intensities for areas near
and within future and existing Transit Priority Areas throughout the City. These thresholds will
identify the levels of development necessary to further the citywide transportation mode share
goals of the Climate Action Plan for walking, bicycling, and transit. Transit Priority Areas are
defined in State law as an area within one-half mile of a major transit stop that is existing or
planned for in a regional transportation plan. It is anticipated that these thresholds would be
used to guide future community plan updates to identify the land uses and intensities to
implement Blueprint San Diego.

Objective Design Standards to Plan for Our Neighborhoods

To address the State’s housing shortage, recent State legislation requires using objective and
quantifiable standards to review and approve multiple-unit housing development. Objective
Standards are regulations that do not require a subjective judgment or hearing to determine that
a project satisfies the applicable regulatory requirements. Blueprint San Diego includes the
establishment of additional objective standards to ensure that future development is compatibly
designed and developed in a manner that results in positive investments within our
communities.

Mira Mesa Community Plan Update

The Mira Mesa Community Plan was adopted in 1992. The General Plan identifies Mira Mesa as a
regional employment center. The Mira Mesa Community Plan Update will address housing and
employment growth by identifying mixed-use villages within commercial centers along Mira
Mesa Boulevard within the central and eastern portion of the community, Sorrento Mesa
employment center within the western portion of the community, and the business park area
within the eastern portion of the Miramar employment center. The villages areas will provide for
additional housing, public spaces, multi-modal circulation improvements, and parks. The
mixed-use villages are primarily located within Transit Priority Areas. The Mira Mesa
Community Plan Update will also identify trails within open space areas. It will also contain
recommendations for improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities and transit access consistent
with SANDAG’s Regional Plan.

University Community Plan Update

The University Community Plan was adopted in 1987. The General Plan identifies the community
as a regional employment center. The University Community Plan Update will address housing
and employment growth by identifying areas for higher residential density and employment
intensity within areas near light rail transit stations that are under construction. The University
Community Plan Update will also provide urban design policies and supplemental development
regulations to improve the pedestrian environment within mixed use and employment areas. The
University Community Plan Update identifies village areas for additional housing and public
space/parks within existing commercial centers within the southern and northern portions of the



community. The mixed-use villages and areas near the light rail transit stations are primarily
within Transit Priority Areas. The University Community Plan Update will also identify trails
within open space areas and designate additional City owned property as open space. It will also
contain recommendations for improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities and transit access
consistent with SANDAG’s Regional Plan.

Uptown Community Plan Focused Plan Amendment

The Uptown Community Plan was adopted in 2016. The Focused Plan Amendment to the Uptown
Community Plan for the Hillcrest area is within multiple Transit Priority Areas. The Focused Plan
Amendment will address housing and employment growth by identifying areas for higher
residential density and employment intensity within areas primarily along University Avenue,
Washington Street, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth avenues. The Focused Plan Amendment will also
provide urban design policies, multi-modal circulation improvements, and supplemental
development regulations to improve the pedestrian and bicycle networks. The Focused Plan
Amendment will identify areas for additional housing and public space/parks. It will also contain
recommendations for improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities and transit access consistent
with SANDAG’s Regional Plan.

PROJECT LOCATION:

Land Use and Mobility Thresholds and Objective Design Standards

All activities associated with implementation of the minimum housing and employment
intensities thresholds and objective design standards would be located within the City’s
geographic jurisdiction. The City of San Diego land area covers nearly 372 square miles and is in
the southwestern corner of California, within the County of San Diego. Figure 1 shows the City of
San Diego boundary as well as the City’s current Transit Priority Areas. It is anticipated that a
majority of future population growth would occur within and near existing and future Transit
Priority Areas.

Mira Mesa Community Plan Update

Mira Mesa is accessible from Interstate 805 (I-805) and Interstate 15 (I-15). The Mira Mesa
Community Plan planning area is generally bounded on the north by Los Pefiasquitos Canyon, on
the west by I-805, on the east by I-15, and on the south by Miramar Road. The community
planning area is approximately 10,729 acres. Figure 1 shows the plan area boundaries. Mira Mesa
is bordered by Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar to the south; University and Torrey
Pines community plan area to the west; Los Pefiasquitos Canyon open space area to the north,
and Miramar Ranch North and Scripps Miramar Ranch community plan areas to the east.

University Community Plan Update

University is accessible from I-5, I-805, and State Route 52 (SR-52), and will be served by the
Mid-Coast Blue Line Trolley, which will connect University to Downtown San Diego and the
citywide transit network. The University Community Plan planning area is generally bounded by
SR-52 on the south, I-805 on the east, and I-5 and the Pacific Ocean on the west, encompassing
an area of approximately 8,676 acres. Figure 1 shows the plan area boundaries. University is
bordered by: Clairemont Mesa community plan area to the south; MCAS Miramar, Mira Mesa
community plan area, and Torrey Pines community plan area to the east; and La Jolla community
plan area to the west.

Hillcrest Focused Plan Amendment

The Hillcrest Focused Plan Amendment area is located at the center of the Uptown Community
Plan area and SR-163 splits the area, as shown in Figure 1. The Focused Plan Amendment area
encompasses central sections of the Hillcrest Medical Complex neighborhoods. It is bounded by a
series of streets and canyons, including Park Boulevard to the east, Walnut Avenue to the south,



Dove Street to the west, and hilltop bluffs along the northern edge of the Medical Complex
neighborhood.

RECOMMENDED FINDING: Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(d), the proposed project
and other related implementing actions may result in significant environmental impacts in the
following areas: Aesthetic/Visual Effects, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Energy Conservation,
Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Historical
Resources (Built-Environment, Archaeology, and Tribal Cultural Resources), Hydrology and
Water Quality, Land Use, Noise, Paleontological Resources, Population and Housing, Public
Services and Facilities, Public Utilities, Transportation/Circulation, Wildfire, and Cumulative
Effects.

AVAILABILITY IN ALTERNATIVE FORMAT: To request this Notice in alternative format, please
call the Planning Department at (619) 235-5200 OR (800) 735-2929 (TEXT TELEPHONE).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For information regarding the project and any public
meetings/hearings, please contact Rebecca Malone at (619) 446-5371. Please also visit
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprintsd for updated information. This Notice was published in
the San Diego Daily Transcript and distributed on July 19, 2021.

Heidi Vonblum
Deputy Director
Planning Department

ATTACHMENT:
Figure 1 — Project Location
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